Lesson plan to support the introduction 

of Oxfordshire’s 

Area Wide Prospectus

June 2008

Lesson Title

Learning to use the Oxfordshire area prospectus
Context    Students are often unaware of courses available within the local area. The Oxfordshire area prospectus informs students of all courses within Oxfordshire and allows a more detailed search if necessary. Aimed at KS4 students researching post-16 options.

Aim  
Young people have the information they need to make well-informed and realistic decisions about learning and careers (IAG quality standard no 3)

Learning Outcomes  (link to Dare to Ask questionnaires KS4 PO1 and CIS1)
By the end of the session students will be:

· familiar with the operation of the Oxfordshire prospectus and able to find information quickly.

· able to carry out a search of the prospectus using subjects and levels of achievement.

· aware of qualifications available in Oxfordshire at different levels and know where they could study these qualifications

· able to list criteria that matter to them and compare these against the options.

Resources   Access to computers with Internet connection.
Time  60 minutes
Starter 

1. To make students think about factors that influence their choice of post-16 courses they complete the Rank Order exercise on the Starter Activity sheet. Teacher highlights most popular choices. (8min)
2. Students complete matching key words with definitions on the Starter Activity sheet. Teacher gives out answers. (7min)
Main 

1. Students complete Quick Quiz on Qualifications & Levels and answers given. This leads into a teacher led discussion on the importance of establishing realistic levels of achievement and qualifications. (10min)
2. Students start to use the Oxfordshire area prospectus by following the instructions on the sheet entitled Examples of using the Oxfordshire area prospectus. (10min)
3. Students to research two courses that interest them and find out the following:

(a) Course title                                  (b) Location

(c) Full or part- time course                (d) Length of course

(e) Name of qualification                    (f) Linked career

(g) Travel                                                                                            (20min)
Plenary  

· Students are asked to write down two things they found easy and two things they found difficult about using the Oxfordshire area prospectus.

· Students share thoughts with other students. Teacher facilitates sharing of results and suggestions for how to overcome problems. (5min)
Evaluation

Dare to Ask questionnaires KS4 PO1 and KS4 CIS1 can be used to evaluate students’ understanding of future options and use of information.

Starter Activities 

1. List in order how important the following factors are to you when considering full-time education post 16. 

Rank Order 

Any costs for equipment, travel or fees. 

                         Whether the course is in a school or a college.

The course is mainly related to the type of work you want to do.

The course is mainly academic.

                         Easy travel to college or sixth form.

Course is recognised as a method of entry into Higher Education.

                 The course will give you a really practical qualification that employers recognise.

2. Match the key words with the correct definitions 

	Vocational or vocationally related  qualifications
	Weekly allowance paid to you when attending a post-16 course

	Connexions PA
	Qualifications that are related to the world of work and can be taken at school, college or in a workplace.

	EMA 
	A structured programme of training leading to a qualification, whilst you work for an employer.

	Apprenticeships
	An adviser who can give you advice and guidance about your career as well as other personal issues


	Diplomas   
	A free, impartial and confidential advisory service

	Connexions 
	A new qualification where you'll get an insight into different careers within your chosen subject area, rather than being trained for a specific job. You won't just learn in the classroom, you’ll also get the chance to learn in a work-based environment.


             Quick Quiz on Qualifications and Levels 

Answers to be found in the online version of It’s Your Choice  on pages 5 to 9. 

To find It’s Your Choice go to www.connexions-direct.com and follow the links.

Click on Careers>Careers Resources>Download Publications>Careers & Curriculum help>Careers Resources>It’s Your Choice.

1. How many levels of qualifications are there?

Ans _______________________________

2. Grades A*-- C at GCSE mean you have reached which level?

Ans _______________________________

3. What is an NVQ?

     Ans _______________________________

4. Which NVQ level is equivalent to A-levels?

Ans _______________________________

5. 14 – 19 Diplomas are set at which levels?

    Ans _______________________________

6. In which year 12 or 13 would you expect to take A2 exams.

Ans _______________________________

Quick Quiz on Qualifications and Levels (Answers)

Answers to be found in the online version of It’s Your Choice  on pages 5 to 9. To find It’s Your Choice go to www.connexions-direct.com and follow the links.

Click on Careers>Careers Resources>Download Publications>Careers & Curriculum help>Careers Resources>It’s Your Choice.

1. How many levels of qualifications are there?

Ans     9
2. Grades A*-- C at GCSE mean you have reached which level?

Ans     2
3. What is an NVQ?

Ans     National Vocational Qualification
4. Which NVQ level is equivalent to A-levels?

Ans    3

5. 14 – 19 Diplomas are set at which levels?

Ans    1,2,3

6. In which year 12 or 13 would you expect to take A2 exams.

Ans    13

Examples of using the Oxfordshire prospectus

Log onto 

www.oxfordshireprospectus.com 

Choose the occupation Hairdresser and follow the links shown below and find one suitable course.

A 
Hairdresser

Choose Keyword search
Step 1 -  Choose the 16- 19 button

Step 2  - type in Hairdresser and press GO

You can search within your result or press GO to look at any course details

Now do the same for the subject “Physics”
B

Physics

Choose Browse subjects
Step 1  - Choose the 16-19 button

Step 2 – Choose Science & Maths and press GO

You can search within your results or press GO to look at any course details

Now return to the home page and see if you can find the list of qualifications available at your current school.  You may want to narrow them down using “search within your results”
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